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AUDITOR'S REPORT. 


‘EMENT OF ACCOUNTS OF THE Town oF AcWoRTH 
EXHIBITED BY THE SELECTMEN FOR THE YEAR 


AS 


ORDERS FOR PAYMENT OF 


xping Marce 1, 1886. 


ORDERS FOR BREAKING ROADS. 


NOTES AND INTEREST. 


1835 
“Apr li, Lucina Crosby, interest on note, $48.96 
fiay 23, Helen M. Merrill, note and interest, 138.86 
Josephine 8. Gassett, interest on note, 17.39 
L886 
ean. J, J. A. Wood, interest on note, 40.00 
2, Emaroy P. Heard, interest cn three notes, 16.39 
ee wrcella D. Grant, 9 two as 8.40 
hanktul O. Heard, “ <6 3.50 
30, Symonds, i. c 20.00 
Beeb. 1Y, Ligne iE. Holden, note and interest, “ 320.15 
26, MM. J. D. Houston, te — 7.00 
Siar. 1, D. Nye, interest on two notes, . 89.18 
John Graham, interest en note Apr. 1, 7&6, 109.567 
£769.30 


1885. 
Mar. 10, Wm. H. Stevens, breaking roads, $4.99 
G. W. Leighton, as ].75 
25,. Gs Wea Neal, “ and cash paid, 6.90 
Wim. Brooks, “- im Dist No. 14, © 10.95 
George Smith, 3 >) 16, 32.10 
V. M. Pettingill, i“ a. ete 0.80 
3. P. Wood, Co 0 
G, W. Potter, _ {1.98 
Jona. Woodbury, “4 13.95 
A. G,. Graham, , 7.90 


Walker Gassett, Fe NO. 20), food 
22, C.M. Woodbury, 2 8, 7.48 
24, Wilson E. Harris, 33 ab hee 13.05 
+ George Bailey, Jew post fake, 
July 4, E. A. Cummings, gs ASo sab 10.32 
Joseph Hayward, H x 8.65 
W. B. Reed, My esi? Ss 6.00 
~ C. } Smith, 4 Ls 14.40 
a ee ed, 2 BAAN 6.68 
me ge Hate th, x Ap eft th 4.50 
Aug. 19.90: L. Pi per, 2 Boa 0.73 
Sam’! Blader, cutting out road in April last, 3.69 
Oct. 24, W.-L. Takin, breaking roads in Dist. No. 4, 2.78 
James Forsyth, < “ 6, 16.85 
L886. 

Jan 32, seul. htechell, - and cash paid, O.54 
- 80, Moses B. Wells, “3 Dist. Ni. We 8.95 
Feb. 19, G,A. Hull, “ 3:22 
27, George Bailey 4 5 8, 3.79 
Isaac Newton “ and cutting ice, 14.15 

Omer J. Clark, x and cash paid in 
Dist. No. 7, 8.97 
Mar. 1, J. Symonds, ! and work on bridge, 4.50 
D.C. Walker, Re abist: Neots 4.80 
$270.32 


ORDERS FOR REPAIRING ROADS AND BRIDGES, 
1885. 


Mar. 10, I. Newton, work on Newton bridge, $3.06 
July 4, John Symonds, for cash paid for work on reed, 70 
W.C. Neal, cutting out road in Dist. No. 1, 4.50 
Oct. 14, K. E. Wocd, for work on highway, 17.63 | 
24, W.. C. Neal, work and cash paid for werk on 
the Honey brook road, 77.78 
I<. KE. Wood, repairing road in Dist. No. 21, 14.50 
A... G. Graham, fer Igbor on highway, 81.25 
Dec. 1, J. W. Fiske, for putting up yailing, -ete., on 
bridge, and setting underpinning, 12.00 
J. 8. Gov e, work on ‘highway i in Dist. No. 10, 4.75 
Hemphill end Pratt, fer bridge plank, 23.73 
J. R. and J. B. Crossitt, a 9.75 
M. V. B. Peck, work on highway, B25 


W.C. Neal, work :and cash paid on bridge and 
slide, 18.28 


TSS6, 


oan. 2. 


80, 
Teb. 26, 


J. M. Reed, for bridge plank, 

W. C. Neal, putting up railing on Cold river 
road, 

George Smith, repairing roads in Dist. No. 16, 

A. G. Graham, for work on Osgood shde, 

Roswell Walker, for repairing bridge, 


27, A.G.Graham, labor on road and cash paid out, 


Mar. 1. 


1885. 
Mar. 28, 


Apr. 10, 


May 28, 


July 4, 


~ 6) 
Aug. 24, 


‘Oct. 19, 


Dee. 1, 
1886. 


Calvin Howe, labor on highway in 1884, 
J. N. Davis, use of road machine eight days, 
J. N. Davis, for work on highways, 


13.56 


12.06 
2.50 
17.70 
7.30 
11.20 
Pete 
40.00 
11.61 


$338.00 


ORDERS FGR SUPPORT OF PAUPERS. 


W.L. Lakix, for keeping Phebe Young to 

April 1, 

C. A. Hull. 6s Fanny Hull, thir- 
teen weeks, 

Wm. Brooks, four ard groceries for G. A. 
Burbank, 

Mrs. M. M. Clark, keeping Fanny Hull to 
July 1, vi 

Mrs. B. J. Clough, keeping Almira Clough 
thirty-one weeks, 

J. N. Davis, paid Drs. McIntosh and Parker 
for doctoring Wm. Whipple and wife, 

J. N. Davis, paid for keeping Nancy Swect 
thirty-one weeks, 

Sam’] Slader, for pork and potatoes for S. W. 
Blodgett, 

J. N. Davis, provisions for G. A. Burbank, 

Dr. C. A. Allen, visit and medicine for 8. W. 
Blodgett, 

Dr. C. Allen, medical attendance to G. A. 
Burbank, 

W. L. Lakin, keeping Phebe Young twenty- 
eight weeks, 

J. N. Davis, rent of house for Wm. Whipple, 


Jan. 2, Mrs. M. M. Clark, keeping Fanny Hull thir- 


ts. 


teen weeks, 


C. A. Hull, for shces for Fanny Hull, 


W. L. Lakin, for keeping Phebe Young 


$25.00 
26.00 
4.68 
26.00 
93.00 


20.28 


t 
“ 


bo 
to 
bh 
Qt 


oe Se) 


d= Or 
Conc 


2.00 
3.00 
56.00 
8.00 


26.00 


2.25 


eal. 


ay 
wan. 


Feb. 


eleven weeks, 
16, Dr. C. A. Allen, for nine visits and medicine 
for 8. W. Blodgett. 
Dr. G. A. Allen, for doctoring Nancy Sweet 
Samuel Slader, supplies for 8. W. Blodge tt, 
Mrs. B. J. Clough, keeping Almira Clough 
ae naar ove weeks, 
30, J. et Davis, paid James Russell taking care of 
S. W. Blodgett, 
J. N. Davis, paid 8S. W. Bledgett keeping 
Naney Sweet twenty. one weeks, 
19, Parker & Allen, goods for Wells girl at H. G. 
Pernam’s, | 
Parker & Allen, goods for Nancy Sweet, 
J. N. Davis, paid M. Rossiter for supplies fer 
Rollins IK, Mitchell, 
Mrs. M. M. Clark, keeping Panny Hull thir 
teen weeks, 


wd 


pd, Jy Jtuseelly for keeping Samuel W. Blodgett, 


eight and five-sevenths weeks 


Whole expense of supporting paupers the 


past year, 

Received from county for support of county 
paupers, 

ixpense to the town for supporting paupers, 


ORDERS FOR MISCELLANEOUS PURPOSES. 


1885 


Mayr. 


Apr. 
‘Apr. 
May 
May 
July 


Aug. 
Aue. bO 


28, G. W. Potter, for damage to sheep by dogs, 
20, C. A. Milliken, damage to wagon, 

20, ren re Bailey, wood for town hall, 

e, As “Allen, Supt., part of literary fund, 


oe isit. 
muAGs 


SGT 82 
See ered 70 


AS 


23, J.N. Davis, cash paid for printing town reports, 15.00 


18, George Bailey, paid bounty on woodchucks, 
16, John W. Fiske, schoolhouse tax, Dist. No. 11, 
, W. ©. Neal, paid bounty on woodchuek a 
’ George Bailey, as | 

J. N. Davis, 6 3 
x cash paid for seraper plate, : 
« blank-books and stationery, 
24, P. Jones, repairing scraper, 
Robert Kennedy, for use of water-trough, 


12.00 
100.00 
99 
moh 
40 
0 On 
14.62 


Dee, 1, 


4 23, 


Dec. 1, 


Jolin Symonds, school house tax in Dist. No. 
nine 

kk. 5. Morrison, use of water-trough, 

V. C. Neal, labor in the cemetery, 

George Bailey, for erecting guide-board, and 
cash paid for same, 

C. A. Allen, vaccinating 
sixty school children, 

freorge Bailey, oil and lamps for town-house, 

re coe use of watering-trough, 


one hundred and 


G. W. Buss, for being over taxed, 

Hors ce Murdc ech, <“ 

George P. Di ckey, sc for dog, 
ees Graham, for abatement of taxes for 


1884, viz., J. St. John’s money’ tax, $2.46; 
highway, .68; C. F. Gassett, poll tax, SI, (ce 
C. C. Ca wr, money tax, 08; per neys 3 PA. « 
H. C. Beard, poll tax, $1.40; Emily Peno, 
money tax, £19 ; highway tax, 08; W.H. 
guke “Ns te 
W. C..Nea!] » paid J.H. Straw damage for fail- 
ure to get through with the U. ‘S. mail on 
nee sount of bad roads, 
J. N. Davis, paid Tra Colby for counsel, 
a. A. Kingsbury, for ringing bells, 
N, Davis, schoolhouse: tax in No. 6, 
Me om oodbury, reeording and returning 
ae s, deaths and marriages, 
Henry Petia damage to sheep by dogs, 


50.00 
3.90. 


17.25 


2.10; 


56.00 
1.47 
3.00 
2.97 
1.85 
1.00 


Oke 
EO.00 
16.00 
65.00 


3.35 
£aG 
2 OO 
1.00 
1.00 
8.75 


8.40 


ne ee ee 


{) i. Al sie for use of watel inetrough, 
2 ~ ewto , being over-taxed for dog, 
Peter a rabee, = Se 
©. Allen, returni ng births and deaths, 
'. Neal, for repairing sexton’s tools, 
ORDERS TO PAY TOWN OFEKICERS. 


W. C. Neal, services as seleetman, in part, 
pee Bailey, . ue $6 

ave) Nez ul, ps 
A is Davi Ls, « 


sexton, “é 
selectman, 


$469.50 


835.00 
38.00 
88.00 
T4.00 


Feb. 27, W. C. Neal, bal. services as sek e man,” 27.00 
Geo. Bailey, “ “ » 23.15 

C.M. Woodbury, services as town clerk, 25.00 

ae JM coLOWN Treasurer, 25.00 

W. ©. Neal, bal. «| sexton, 25.00 

C. A, Allen, “ supt. school com.,. 50.00: 

J; Mawickey,, “ auditor, 6.00 

A. G. Graham, ~ “« ¢ollector of taxes, G0.00 

George Bailey, “. overseer of poor, 2.00 

nN) Davis, e As 2 18.7% 


RECAPITULATION. 


Amoun: of orders to pay notes and interest, $769.30: 
“ for breaking roads, 275.382. 
4 “¢  « yepairing roads 
and bridges, 338.00. 

i « support of pau- 
pers, eae 524.52 

3 “© miseellaneous pur- 
poses, 469.50 
“ town officers, 443.90. 
“ school orders drawn, 1,419.50. 
“ highway receipts returned, 52.01 


ASSETS. 


Amount in treasury March 1, [889,. $634.25 
Amount of tax bill for 1885, less. state and 
county taxes, 3,193.83 


1885. 


Aug. 31, Received from state, bounty on woodchneks 


refunded, 40.90 
Sept..9, Received from county, for support of county : 
panpers, } £42.92. 
Received of Charles Putnam, for costs of his 
suit in part, 3 50.00 
Cash received of highway surveyors for 1884, 2.07 
Highway taxes charged to A. G. Graham, 13.95 
1886. 
Jan. 6, Savings-bank tax received from state, 1,248.73 
Literary fund received from state, 125.08 


Beb. 4, Cash received from county for support of 


county paupers, 


“¢ 


118.90 


I'eb. 27, Cash of A. G. Graham, int. on taxes for 1884, 7.65 
(<9 ¢ 


1885, 8.40 


Mareh, Cash of J. N. Davis, for freight on road ma- 


chine, 


Amount of orders deducted, 


5.00 


$6,172.24 
4,288.05 


1,884.19 


LIST OF NOTES OWING BY THE TOWN. 


Daniel Nye, 

E. P. Heard, 
Daniel Nye, 

S. Symonds, 
John Graham, 

E. P. Heard, 

M. D. Grant, 

M. J. D. Houston, 
EePetieara, 
Fhankful Heard, 
M. D. Grant, 

J. 5S. Gassett, 
Lucina Crosby, 
C. M. Woodbury, 
J. A. Wood, 


Total of notes owing by the town, 
Estimated accrued interest, 


Amount in treasury deducted, 

Present debt of the town, 

Debt of town reported March 1, 1885, 
Present debt deducted, 


Decrease of debt the past year, 
All of which is respectfully submitted, 


$222.46 
90.00 
200.00 
599.00 
2.000.00 
160.00 
140.00 
200.00 
100.00 
100.00 
100.00 
200.00 
600.00 
1,275.00 
1,000.00 


$6,947.46 
$6,947.46 
140.00 


$7,087.46 
1,884.19 


$5,203.27 
$6,917.22 
5,203.27 


$1,713.95. 


J. H. DICKEY. Auditor. 


Mareb, 1, 1886, 


-S3REPORT#OFsTHE<S 
~#SUPERINTENDING SCHOOL#COMMITTEE ++ 
FOR THE YEAR ENDING MARCH, 1886. 


fe 


OLS DL) Osa 

This school was divided into two departments, grammar and 
primary, and two. terms were held in each department darias 
the year. 

Miss. Mabel A. Wood commenced ber Fhe erience as a teacher 
in the summer term of the primary, and was successful both in 
her methods of instruction and government. ‘The attendance 
was good and the parents showed a lively degree of interest in. 
the school. 

Miss Kate B. Clough succeeded Miss Wood for the fall term, 
and kept up an interest among tle little oncs highiy commenda- 
ble. Singing and rhetoricals were made an interesting part of 
the regular school exercises, and aided in making the term both 
pleasant and profitable. 

Miss Flora C. Clough taught both terms of the grammar: 
school. 

Miss. Clough is a teacher of rare abilities , with considerable 
experience, and quickly eradicated all errors that had crept into 
the school during the previous year. With a military love of 
order and precision and a natural tact for imparting instruction, 
the progress for the entire school year was one grand forward 
march to victory; arithmstic, grammar and geography keepiue 
even stride with algebra and Latin. 

DIST. NO. 2 

Miss Ida J. Green taught both terms in, this district. 

Miss Green is well known as a teacher in Acworth, and her- 
name is a sufficient recommendation for success. Daring the 
summery term the attendance was nearly perfect, while the fall- 
ing off during the second term was. attributable chiefly to sick- 
ness, There was a steady improvement in all the branches 
taught, and both parents and scholars were alike enthusiastic in. 
their efforts to aid the teacher in her work.. 


DIST. NO. 


Miss Ella Ii. Wood taught the summer term. The school 
was small and the attendance hardly up to the average of sum. 
mer schools, ae with the exact methods and careful accuracy. 
of the teacher, everything was done as it should be, and, if not 
correct, was di ne over again, so that the examination found the 
scholars surprised that they knew their books so well. An ex- 
e ellent tern. 

Miss Flora M. Stoughton began her carser as a teacher in 

this district with the fall term. Coming frofa aoraded village 
school, with no experience in mixed schools of this kind, it re- 
quir ed a week or more to learn the irs and outs of a country 
teacher’s ways and means, but being an apt scholar, Miss S. 
soon had the work under good management and went straight 
on to the e:d of the term giving good s satisfaction, and closing 
with an examination alike a credit to herself and pupils. 


DIST. NO. 4. 


3ut little can be said for or against this school. There was 
but one term, nine weeks in length, taught by Miss Susie G. 
Marshall. Of the five pupils HO pended only two belonged 
in town, and but one in the distsict. The attendance record 
shows too many absence marks to have the progress rapid or 
the work very thorough; yet something wa 8 accomplished. 


DIST. NO. 5. 


Mrs. Nettie L. Johnson had charge of the summer term. 
Hs wing taught previous terms in this district with success, the 

eacher found the Pp" ipils ready to follow her lead, and with the 
Boe ledge gained from experience, she took them by pleasant 
ways up the. rugged path of knowledge to a higher point than 
ever reached before. Althotgh small in nur mbers it was a very 
profitable term. 

Miss Jennie C. Jameson taught the last term. . The aitend- - 
ance was rather poor, and from some eause, either fancied or 
real, there was less interest shown by parents and scholars than 
during former terms. Among the pupils who attended punct- 
ually, “good advancement was mmade i in the studies ars 


DIST. NO. 6. 


Miss Cora A. Partridge, taught both terms in this agate 
and haying taught the same school last year, she had only to 
take up the studies where they were dropped and push on for 
new worlds to conquer. Miss Partridve isa pleasant, active 
and efficient teacher, a good disciplinarian, and one who wins 


alike the confidence of the parents and the love of her pupils. 
Among the pupils of the district the attendance was nearly 
perfect for the entire year. For a.small school, this was one of 
the very best in town. 


DIST. NO. 8. 


Three terms in this district. Miss Hattie L. Upton taught 
the summer term, it being her first school. The scholars were 
quiet and orderly, punctual in their attendance and studious 
in their habits. The teacher was painstaking and thorough, 
and proved herself to be possessed of both tact and judgment 
in managing the school. A successful term. 

Both fall and winter terms were taught by Miss Flora B. Ba- 
ker of Marlow. The attendance was very fair the first term, 
but poor during the winter term. As arnule, the lessons were 
well learned and promptly recited. In grammar, physiology 
and geography the best work was accomplished, while in arith- 
metic enough ground was covered but portions of it did not 
seem to be fully comprehended by the pupils. There were 
quite too many classes during some portions of the year, but in 
general the advancement was good and the school quiet and 
orderly. 

Mist: NOESY, 


Miss Belle E. Washburn taught the summer term, and with 
her old time success. There were only two days absence for 
the entire term, and parents, teacher and pupils seemed to 
unite in their efforts fo promote the welfare of the school. 

Miss Addie A. Fletcher taught an excellent school during 
the fall. In punctuality, good lessons, quiet and orderly be- 
havior and general management it was a proper continuance of 
the summer school. 

Miss Clara B. Lufkin closed the school year with an eight 
weeks winter term. The order of the school was not as good 
as during the preceding terms, but in most of the classes very 
good progress was made. The small number of visitors at ex 
amination showed a want of interest contrary to the usual feel- 
ing in this district. With the amount of school money appro- 
priated, No. 9 has more weeks of school than any district in 
town. 


DIST... NO. 10. 


‘Miss Mattie L. Matthewson taught both terms in this dis- 
trict. Although a resident of the district and. her first experi- 
ence in teaching, Miss Matthewson showed herself to be pos- 
sessed of many of the qualifications necessary for an. instrnetor. 


The school was well governed, and asthe scholars were mostly 
small, oral lessons were given in nearly all the studies, thus 
helping on the work of text books. The attendance was good 
and advancement rapid in ail classes. | 


DIST. NO=z 11. 


Miss Hattie M. Murdough taught the summer term. Miss 
Murdough is a teacher of experience and never lacks for meth- 
ods by which to make study interesting to beginners; With 
the exception of two or three pupils who failed to attend the 
entire term, amore than average amount of good work was 
done by the school. The order was excellent, classification 
good, and the lessons well learned and promptly recited. 

Miss Ella FH. Webster had charge of the remaining two terms. 
By the addition of several older scholars the number of classes 
was largely increased, and in the same ratio the work of the 
teacher. With so great a number of classes, in studies from 
the primer to algebra and physics, no teacher can do justice to 
the work required, and in such a case, if blame is to rest any- 
where, let it be upon the system not the teacher. There was 
steady advancement in the various studies pursued and har- 
mony and good will existed between pupils and teacher. Un- 
der the circumstances, but few could have accomplished the 
work of this teacher, and that her labors seem to have been ap- 
preciated must be her hig hest reward. 

DIST. NO. 12. 

Miss Minnie E. Clark, another new teacher, took charge of 
the summer term. <A single day’s absence for a term of nine 
weeks is a record to be proud of, and such was the attendance 
here. The school was well managed, the class drill excellent, 
and the lessons faithfully studied. Both teacher and pupils 
deserve a good degree of praise. | 

The fall term was taught by Miss Mary E. Davis, a teacher 
of experience and ability. As with most of the schools in 
town, the attendance for the fall and winter fell below that of 
the summer term, yet it was a fair average. The order was 
good, the school well classified, and the lessons seemed to be 
thoroughly mastered by the pupils. It has been the good for- 
tune of this district to have a succession of good schools for a 
number of years, and those of 1885 were no exception to the 
rule. 


DIST. NO. 138. 


The summer term was taught by Miss Nellie I. Crossett, who 
commenced and closed her career as a teacher. with a school of 


eight weeks. This distreit can boast but few pupils and those 
are young, but every day finds them in school attending their 
books, and the ‘close of the term shows a good result. The 
teacher was untiring ia her zeal for the faithful performance of 
her duties and can rest with the satisfaction of having done 
well. 

Miss Carrie A. Tlardy closed the school year with the fall 
term. Like the summer term in No. 12 there was but a single 
day’s absence. ‘The same pupils attending as in the summer, 
the classes were continued without break or interruption, thus 
being able to do more work than when new classes are formed 
every term. It was a pleasant and prodtable school. 


Having thus briefly reviewed the general features of each 
school, a ~ careful study of the statistical tabie will show their 
comparative rank in size, length in weeks, punctuality, visits of 
committee and parents, wages of teachers, ctc., thus giving at 
a glance a better general idea than could otherwise be obtained. 


ROLL OF HONOR, 


INCLUDING THE NAMES OF ALL PUPILS WHO HAVE BEEN Pres 
ENT EVERY HALF DAY OF A TERM WITHOUT BEING TARDY. 


IUS'L, aNOsed. 

Elmira Lamprey, Louise M. Mitchell, Walter S. Allen, Maud 
3. Hull, Louise G. Dodge, Fred H. Allen, Alice L. Neal, Grace 
EK. Webster, Solon L. Neal, Myrle R. Mayo, Annie C, Currier, 
Agnes R. Mitchell, Bessie A. Mitchell, Htfie R. Dexter, Mary 
L. Finlay, Ida R. Potter, Milton C. Dodge, Mary Potter, Hor- 
ace C. Mitchell, Elmer Buswell, Eddie M. Currier, Willie 
Mitchell, Lina Li odge. 

DIST. NO. 2. 

Hattie M. Blanchard, Sadie S. King, Mabel M. Osgood, Effie 
A. Clark, Blanche I. E. Harris, Herbert ©, Allen, F loyd J. Smith 
Cora I. Moody. 

DIST. NO. 3. 

Alice A. Forsyth. . 
DIST. NO. 4. 

Mary L. Partridge. 


* DIST NOs 5: 
Minnie A, Smith, Ida Mandigo. 
| DIST, NO. 6. 
_ Miranda P. Davis, Flora Sarsons, Bessie I. Towles, Lillie W. 
Clough. 
‘ a DIST. NO. 8. 

Kittie W. Barrett, Rossie E. Barrett, Olie M. Hilliard, Ver- 
nie H. Barrett, Melville ©. Howard, Lyman A. Young, Fannie 
A. Merrill, Ar thur L. Perham. 

DIST. NO. 
» Myrtie E. Reed, May N. Morrison, ait M. Cook, Gertrude 
C. Mi: chell, Esther M. Morrison, Lillian M. Symonds, Stella E.. 
Young, Arthur F. Metcalf, Herbert R. Morrison, George E. 
Symonds, Harold L. Young, Bertie W. Cook, March Clark, 
Allen R. Haster. 

DIST. N-O:.10: 

Grace M. Pratt, Mabel E. Neal, Nora’ EH. Wells, Myrtie RK. 
Mathewson. Robert M. Brackett, Jay ‘C. Allen, Gertie EK. 
‘Smith, Mellie R.. Wells. 

DISTANO. TT: 

Gertie G. Cumn nings, Flora RK. Fiske, Bertha M. Grahain,. 
Rennie D. Brackett, Fred 8: Brackett, Winnie P. Crossett, 
Belle E. Crossett, Frank Gi Cummings, Arthur D. George, 
Mary I. Kemp, Newton D.. Clark, Frank K. Graham, Oscar C. 
-Young. 

DIST NO w12: 

Bessie G. Allen, Mary J. Dickey, Annie D: Johnson, Carl W. 
Grant, Arthur S. Allen.. 

DIST: NO. 13. 

Eya E. McLaughlin, Carrie E. McLaughlin, Alice C. Lewis, 
Nellie F. McLaughlin, Edmund. C. Shepard, John C. Me- 


Laughlin. 


= 


By a comparison of the school statistics wi-h those of last year 
it will be seen. that the average attendance was ninety-five per 
.cent., Which is an excellent record, and two per cent. better 
than any previous year of which [have the record. 

There were twenty-eight terms of school taught, or three 
less than last year and one more teacher employed. 

The number of pupils who have attended school, belonging 
in town, is one hundred and seventy-one, or thir ty-four less than 
reported last year. I am inclined to think that some of the 


teachers last year must have reported incorrectly as so great a 
falling off is hardly possible in a single year. 

In length of school we have had about seven weeks more 
than last year. Of the twenty-two teachers employed, six, or 
more than one fourth had no experience in teaching, and while 
m general they were quite successful, yet in teaching as in all 
the arts, some previous experience or special education is nec- 
essary before the best results can be obtained. 

Our best teachers. are born not made, but if every girl who. 
aspires to become a teacher would attend the regular course at 
our normal school and fit herself for the work, the standard of 
our schools would be raised twenty-five per cent. in a single 
year. Special training for any vocation may not take the 
place of experience but it is the best possible substitute for it, 
and no young man or woman in these days can afford to de- 
vote their time and talents to auy art, much less that of the 
teacher, without a thorough preparation for the work, and we 
as parents, cannot afford to hire cheap labor when the soil to be 
cultivated is the heart and minds of our own children. 

With this report closes the record of our district schools, 
for atime at least. Of the thirty-eight states. in the union 
only eight of them have the district system at present, and 
now our own state has joined her thirty sisters in an attempt 
to equalize the benefits to be derived from the expenditure of 
our school money, so that the country towns may have an 
equal chance with larger villages and cities. 

It may not be out of place in closing these remarks to ex- 
press an opinion, formed from an expertence of eight years as 
your committee, concerning the new school law and its effect 
upon Acworth schools. ° 

Like every other new departure the law has been met with 
opposition from all sides.and it will only be after the test of 
actual practice that an impartial judgment can be passed upon 
its workings. 

Having weighed the matter with care and with a desire to do 
the greatest good to the greatest number, and imjustice to 
none, I believe that an arrangement something like the follow- 
ing would best promote the welfare of our schools the coming 
year, and I give the plan for what it is worth to the considera- 
tion of the citizens of Acworth and the future board of educa- 
tion. 

At present we have twelve school-houses In town with either 
thirteen or fourteen schools. In ‘place of these I would unite 
districts and hold schools. as. follows : a. 

Two schools, grammar and primary, in No. 1. 


A school in either No. 2 or No. 3. The pupils in the dis- 
trict not having a school, send to the one having, and to No. 1, 
as prefered. 

Let the scholars in No.4 come to No.1 or go to Quaker 
City, as the towns may agree. 

Scholars in No. 5 can attend either No. 6, or No. 1, as dis- 
tance er convenience may determine. 

School in No.6. School in No. 8. School in No. 9. 

No. 10 scholars divide between No. 8 and No. 11 as thought 
best. 

‘Two schools in No. 11. Schooi in No. 12. 

No. 13 pupils can go to either No. 11 or No. 12.as best suited 
and as arrangements can be made with Alstead. 

According to this plan there would be seven’ school-houses 
and ans schools, and no pupil would have much farther to 
travel than have some families in No. 1 for the past ten years. 

Believing as Ido in giving’our children the best possible 
chance for an eduestion and knowing that the new law is not 
an experiment, but is modeled atter the school laws in our most 
progressive and enlightened states, I have no more doubt of its 
success than I have of the final idweuas of trath over error. 

It is with pride that [ can look buck over the past ten years 
and view the very uniform progress of Acwortb schools. It is 
with pride that I see so many of our young men and women 
either members of, or graduates from, academies, high schools, 
normal schools or colleges. It« is with pride I recall 
them as boys and girls in our scbools here, and, best of all, is 

the fe cling of pr ide that never, in a single instance, have the 
people of Acworth failed to recognize the importance of our 
schools or to vote a generous appropriation for their support. 

Look at our new and well-furnished school-houses and com- 
pare them with what they were twelve years ago! Is the spir- 
it of progression in Acworth, that has already done so much 
for her children, going to bury its head, ostrich-like, in the 
sand, stand still, and phar cilass and wait, and wish, and long for 
the good old times that have been, rather than, with her ae- 
customed for esight and prudence, gras) every method that 
promises better thin 2s, march boldly for ward and win the 
highest prize offered ? 

I think I know the people of Acworth, and not three years 
will have passed before a vote in this town to go back to the 
old system of district schools would be forever buried beneath 
a majority of one hun¢red to one. 

Respect*ully submitted, 
GART 2A’ ALLEN, Supt of Schools. 
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